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MICHAEL DREBERT                                                                              Image list 

Website: www.michaeldrebert.net        

01  Songs of Humans, 2020 

Medium: drawing 
Materials: india ink on canvas 
Size: 48” x 48” 

02  Poppy on Flower Island, 2015 

Medium: performance 
Materials: rowboat 
Size: dimensions variable 

For three months, I commenced a daily practice of rowing a small boat named ‘Poppy’ 
to Flower Island, located off the coast of  Southern Vancouver Island. 

03  Poppies, 2015 

Medium: drawing 
Materials: india ink on paper 
Size: 2 x 9’ x 9’ 

These drawings were made in response to the small, wooden rowboat that I used in the 
performative work, Poppy on Flower Island, 2015.   

Work exhibited at the Vancouver Art Gallery, as part of the exhibition, Vancouver Special. 

04  Bladder wrack, 2016 

Medium: drawing 
Materials: india ink on paper 
Size: 18’ x 30’ 
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Depiction of a common type of seaweed that can be found along the shoreline of 
British Columbia. 

Worked exhibited at the University of British Columbia’s AHVA gallery. 

05  Walk on Songcolan, 2019 

Medium: performance 
Materials: plastic sandals 
Size: dimensions variable 

For one month, while daily walking the length of Songcolan Beach in Batan, 
Philippines, I gathered plastic sandals that had washed up at the high tide line. 

This performance was made in conjunction with a Canada Council Residency grant. 

06  Qila & Aurora, 2015 

Medium: performance 
Materials: ice 
Size: dimensions variable 

In January, 2015, I travelled to Churchill, Canada to gather a piece of ice for Qila and 
Aurora: two Beluga whales who lived at the Vancouver Aquarium. 

Work exhibited at Simon Fraser University’s Audain Gallery. 

07  Qila & Aurora, 2015 (installation) 

Medium: performance 
Materials: ice 
Size: dimensions variable 

In January, 2015, I travelled to Churchill, Canada to gather a piece of ice for Qila and 
Aurora: two Beluga whales who lived at the Vancouver Aquarium.   

Work exhibited at Simon Fraser University’s Audain Gallery. 
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08  Mussel Eyes #1, #2, 2018 

Medium: sculpture 
Materials: plaster, burlap, ground Pacific mussel shells, and gesso 
Size: 2 x 40” x 15” 

The total number of heads in this series is eight.  This pair was shown at Libby 
Leshgold Gallery, Vancouver, BC. 

09  Mussel Eyes #3, #4, 2018 

Medium: sculpture 
Materials: plaster, burlap, ground Pacific mussel shells, and gesso 
Size: 2 x 40” x 15” 

The total number of heads in this series is eight.  This pair was shown within the 
Window Gallery at the Sointula Art Shed, Sointula, BC.    

10  Purple Shells, 2017 

Medium: performance 
Materials: Pacific varnish clam shells, cargo ship 
Size: dimensions variable 

In May, 2017, I boarded a cargo ship in Vancouver, Canada, bound for Shanghai, China. 
I carried with me a collection of Purple Varnish Clam shells that I gathered from the 
beaches around Vancouver.  The clams originally travelled to Vancouver from Asia in 
the ballasts of cargo ships in the 1980’s. 

Work commissioned by Access Gallery, Vancouver, BC. 

11  Kamakura, 2011 

Medium: performance 
Materials: glass fishnet float 
Size: dimensions variable 
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In the Spring of 2011 while working on Haida Gwaii, I was given a glass, Japanese 
fishnet float which had made its way across the Pacific Ocean and ended up resting on 
the western shoreline of Haida Gwaii, unbroken.  I then travelled with this float to the 
city of Kamakura, Japan where I gifted the object to a local fisherman - the glass ball 
returning to its place of origin. 

12  Clearing of Stones, 2016 

Medium: performance 
Materials: stones 
Size: dimensions variable 

Over a period of one month, I moved stones on a beach to create a pathway to the 
ocean. 

13  Beacons, 2013 

Medium: performance 
Materials: alfalfa hay 
Size: dimensions variable 

Two piles of hay were burnt at the same appointed time — one on a farm in Chilliwack, 
BC, and the other on a beach in Vancouver, BC. 

14  Cups, 2012 

Medium: drawing 
Materials: india ink on paper 
Size: 2 x 6’ x 6’ 

Cups was the third rendition in a series of three drawing exhibitions which I responded 
to different domestic spaces in Vancouver, BC. 
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15  To Cumshewa, 2010 

Medium: performance 
Materials: puzzle piece 
Size: dimensions variable 

In late summer of 2010, I borrowed a puzzle piece from a puzzle set being sold at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery's book store.  The puzzle set depicted a painting by Emily Carr 
that she had made on a trip to the Haida Village site of Cumshewa.  I travelled with 
this puzzle piece to the now abandoned village site of Cumshewa, after which I 
returned to Vancouver and put the piece back into the box, sealed it, and placed it 
amongst the other sets to be sold at the book store. 

Work commissioned by the Vancouver Art Gallery. 

16  The Queen’s Eyes, 2009 

Medium: performance 
Materials: entrance ticket to Buckingham Palace 
Size: dimensions variable 

Leaving Victoria, BC, I set out for England to try and look into the Queen of England’s 
eyes. 

Work exhibited at the Ministry of Casual Living, Victoria, BC. 

17  River Ganges Crash Crawly’s, 2008 

Medium: performance 
Materials: plastic play ball 
Size: dimensions variable 

In November of 2008, I borrowed a plastic play ball from Crash Crawly's (an indoor 
children's play park) in Coquitlam, Canada and travelled with this ball to the Ganges 
River in Varanasi, India.  Once there I dipped the ball, packed it into my bag again and 
returned to Coquitlam where I returned it back into the play ball pit at Crash Crawly’s. 

Work exhibited at the Contemporary Art Gallery, Vancouver, BC. 
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18  River Ganges Crash Crawly’s, 2008, (detail) 

Medium: performance 
Materials: plastic play ball 
Size: dimensions variable 

In November of 2008, I borrowed a plastic play ball from Crash Crawly's (an indoor 
children's play park) in Coquitlam, Canada and travelled with this ball to the Ganges 
River in Varanasi, India.  Once there I dipped the ball, packed it into my bag again and 
returned to Coquitlam where I returned it back into the play ball pit at Crash Crawly’s. 

Work exhibited at the Contemporary Art Gallery, Vancouver, BC. 

19  Available Light, 2008 

Medium: performance 
Materials: lithograph posters, fire 
Size: dimensions variable 

Over 1500 lithographic posters were placed around the city of Vancouver, BC 
announcing that I would try to start a fire using only “available light.” 

This project was commissioned by Artspeak gallery in Vancouver, BC. 

20  Available Light, 2008 

Medium: performance 
Materials: lithograph posters, fire 
Size: dimensions variable 

Over 1500 lithographic posters were placed around the city of Vancouver, BC 
announcing that I would try to start a fire using only “available light.” 

This project was commissioned by Artspeak gallery in Vancouver, BC. 
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